October 1995, he was admitted for allogeneic BMT from an HLA-identical donor from the Japan Marrow Donor Program. Decontamination for BMT started from 11 days A 34-year-old male suffered from an allergic reaction after inhalation of decontaminating drugs for BMT.
nation was successfully performed with no adverse respirserious infectious complications in the respiratory tract. Hematopoietic recovery was good and he had no severe atory symptoms. Conditioning for BMT consisted of busulfan at 4 mg/kg orally in divided doses, daily for 4 days GVHD or infections. (total dose, 16 mg/kg) and cyclophosphamide at 60 mg/kg once daily i.v. for 2 days (total dose, 120 mg/kg). GVHD prophylaxis was with cyclosporin A at 3 mg/kg and shortDiscussion term methotrexate. BMT was performed in March 1996. Leukocytes increased to 1000/l day 16 after BMT.
In Japan, VCM is widely used for decontamination of respiratory and gastrointestinal tracts during BMT and has a Although some normal flora were present in the respiratory tract during the neutropenic period, the patient showed no good antibiotic effect especially on anaerobic bacterias.
1 Drug hypersensitivity eruptions and drug-induced fever decrease the risk of severe infectious complications early after BMT. Therefore, it is conceivable that VCM will not with VCM are rare, even in cases of infusion-related sidebe necessary for BMT decontamination in the near future. effects.
1 In our hospital, VCM-containing decontamination We report a very rare case of a VCM-induced allergic methods are used for all BMT patients.
2 This inhaled VCMreaction during decontamination for BMT, which was induced allergic reaction was the first case in our hospital, clearly shown by inhalation challenge tests. This study and there is no report of such a complication in the literaindicates that physicians should pay careful attention to ture. In this case, challenge tests for suspected drugs were respiratory symptoms and signs in the BMT setting. found to be the most useful procedure for diagnosing the inhaled allergic reaction. Although inhalation challenge tests to determine the causative drugs in allergic reactions References are generally thought to be dangerous, these tests are more
